College Characteristics Discussion Guide
Below is a list of college characteristics that students and parents can discuss and consider throughout the college search process.

Location:  Where are you interested in attending college?  How far from or close to home do you wish to live?  What geographic locations appeal to you and why?

School Setting:  Do you prefer a rural or urban campus?  Urban campuses are located in densely populated metropolitan areas and have potentially greater access to cultural and business activities.  Rural campuses are at a distance from metropolitan areas, and students typically rely on social and cultural offerings of the school.

School Size:  What size college appeals to you?  Small colleges offer smaller classes and individualized attention but may have limited course and major selection.  Large colleges provide a wide selection of courses and majors but may be lacking in individualized attention and could become overwhelming.

Public vs. Private:  Are you interested in public or private colleges?  Public colleges typically offer lower tuition, especially for in state students.  Private colleges have higher tuition but are often able to award enough financial aid and scholarships to equal the price of a public college.  You may find appropriate colleges in both categories.
Selectivity:  How competitive would you like the admissions policies to be at the colleges you choose to apply?  The percentage of applicants accepted can be an indication of the selectivity and reputation of the school.  What average test scores of admitted freshmen would you prefer?  High average test scores typically indicate a rigorous academic environment at a college.  You should decide the level of academic rigor you are comfortable with in college.  Do you want to be above average, average, or below average in comparison to your peers?
Program Offerings:  What majors are you interested in pursuing?  Do the colleges you are considering offer these majors?  Are you undecided about your major?  If so, how easy is it to enter the college as an undecided student and still graduate in a timely manner?  When choosing a major, keep in mind that most students change majors several times during their college career so keep your options open.

Retention Rates:  What percentage of freshman return to the college for their sophomore year?  What percentage of students graduate in four years?  In six years?  Retention rates can indicate the satisfaction level of students.

Cost:  What is the maximum college tuition you would consider?  Consider having at least one “financial safety school” on your list.  This should be a college that you would be happy attending and that would be affordable for your family in case other colleges don’t work out financially.
